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DIY Bricklaying

• An easy-to-follow guide to achieving a perfect result.
• Outlines all the tools you will need for the job.
• Includes a materials checklist.
PLEASE NOTE:
Before starting this project or buying any materials, it is worth your time to
read all steps thoroughly first to be sure you understand what is required.

melbournebrick.com.au

Helping you create your dream outdoors

What you’ll need

✓ CHECKLIST
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Selected bricks
Ready-Mix concrete for foundations
Ready-Mix mortar or Bricklayer’s sand
Cement
Lime
Liquid Plasticiser (such as Bycol)
Mortar board - approx 1m square for mixing
Scrap timber - for building hurdles

B uilder’s Square
Long spirit level
Steel measuring tape
Stringline
B ricklayer’s pins
B ricklaying trowel
(280 – 300mm blade)
Mash hammer
B rick bolster
Wheelbarrow
Shovel
B ucket
Strong gloves
B ricklayer’s steel
scraper
(for raked joins if
required)

Essential for checking that corners
are 90 deg. Make it from 75 x 25mm
timber with the shortest side marked
at 600mm, the second side at 800mm
and the diagonal at 1000mm. Nail them
together with a half joint at the right
angle corner and the diagonal nailed on
top.

Gauge Rod
Ensures that the height of each brick
course is accurate. Make it from 50
x 25mm timber at least equal to the
full height of the brickwork. Mark lines
square across the face every 86mm
– the thickness of one brick +10mm
mortar joint.

Joint Rule
Used to indent and smooth mortar joints.
Bend it into shape from 10mm mild
steel rod.

Visit melbournebrick.com.au/diy-support for more DIY guides

Learn to lay bricks
in easy steps - with
a little help from
Melbourne Brick.

Step 1: Come to terms
The first thing to learn is some of the brickie’s language so you’ll
understand some of the steps used here later (Fig 1).
Other terms you should know include:
Course:

A single row of bricks.

Joints:

The beauty of bricks is that they
can add real style anywhere in
your garden. And laying bricks
is within the average handy
person’s ability.

The mortar between bricks, usually 10mm thick.
Buttering: Coating the end of a brick with mortar to form
a vertical joint.

So you can easily build small
earth-retaining walls to create
such interesting features as a
raised lawn or sunken patio, or to
add terraced garden beds, planter
boxes, garden seats, a barbecue or
a gatepost/mailbox. And there are
few DIY projects more satisfying
and rewarding than a job built from
bricks laid by your own hands.

Step 2: Choose a bond
The bricks are laid in patterns called bonds, which prevent one
vertical joint (called a perpend) being laid directly above the vertical
joint on the course below. There are a number of different bonds,
but a stretcher bond is the simplest (Fig. 2). Bricks overlap by half
their length. Alternate courses finish with 1⁄2 bricks at each end. A
header bond is formed by laying bricks head on, with each course
overlapping by half the header face width. Alternate courses finish
with two 3⁄4 bricks laid next to each other at each end (Fig 2A).

Just stick to this easy step-by-step
guide from Melbourne Brick and
you’re well on your way to becoming
your own brickie. Of course, for
home extensions and very large,
substantial walls, don’t hesitate to
call in a qualified tradesman.

If you’re planning a large structure, such as a high front brick
wall, check your local council’s or Shire’s regulations first. Most
authorities specify the types of fences you can build and how high
they can be and you may need a permit. However, small edging
walls, barbecues and so on do not usually need a permit. There’s
also a big variation in load bearing capacities of soils, sometimes
only a few metres apart in the same locality. Even for small
projects, a solid foundation is important and this depends on the
nature of your soil. Again, seek the advice of your local council.

Fig. 1

Piers:

Supporting columns built in at regular intervals and at
the ends of high or long walls to give added strength.

Step 3: Get approval

Step 4: Buying materials
Bricks: The actual size of a standard brick is 230mm long, 110mm
wide and 76mm deep. But for estimating how many bricks you
need, use the format size. This includes 10mm in each dimension
to allow for one mortar joint (Fig. 3). Which means each brick face
is measured as 240 x 86mm.

Fig. 2

Mortar: For small jobs, one 40kg bag of ready-mixed mortar makes
enough to lay 40 – 50 bricks. For larger jobs, it’s cheaper to mix
your own. Cement and lime usually come in 40kg bags and sand
by the 1⁄4, 1⁄2 and whole cubic metre. Specify bricklayer’s ‘fatty’
sand – other sands tend to crumble and fall off when trowelled
onto bricks. Allow 3⁄4 cubic metre of sand, 4 bags of cement and
4 bags of lime per 1,000 bricks laid with a stretcher bond.

Step 5: On with the job

Fig. 2A

The first thing to do is to set out reference lines for the thickness
of both the foundation and walls using the stringline. Build hurdles
from suitable scrap timber and erect them at opposite ends of the
walls, clear of the working areas (Fig. 4). Measure the exact locations
of the wall corners on the ground, then extend stringline between
these points to the hurdles and mark by hammering in a nail. Tie the
line to one of the nails and stretch to the other hurdles.

the line around each nail and keep taut. The stringlines will give you an
accurate line to follow for digging out the foundation and laying your
bricks.

Fig. 3

Step 6: Foundations
Once you have sought the advice of your council about load capacities of
soils in your area, dig the foundation trench to their recommendation.
Remember to dig out enough for the depth of the concrete base. Large
structures may need to be thicker, but for low walls, planter boxes,
barbeques and so on, a concerete base 150mm to 200mm thick and
about 100mm on each side of the bricks is usually sufficient (Fig 5).
As a guide to laying the concrete level, hammer in pegs at 600mm
intervals along the middle of the trench. The peg’s length above the
ground marks the thickness of the concrete. Place a long, straight piece
of timber across the first two pegs and test with a spirit level.
In this way, adjust all pegs so their tops are all perfectly level. Then pour
in the concrete (suggested mixture: 4 parts metal, 2 parts sand, 1 part
cement) until it’s flush with the tips of the pegs. Leave it to set hard.

F ig. 4

Fig. 4

Fig. 5

Step 7: Mix the mortar
Unless you’re using dry-ready mis mortar, mix 1 part cement, 1 part lime
and 6 parts sand on your mortar board for the brickwork. Measuring
quantities by the shoveful is acceptable but beware that any over or
under measuring of ingredients from one mix to another may result in
different mortar colouring. Allow roughly 1 bucket of water for each
bucket of cememnt. Thoroughly mix the cement into the sand, turning
it over at least three times. Form a hollow in the middle of the pile and
pour in the half of the water (Fig. 6). Mix in the dry mortar from the
inside walls of the hollow, gradually adding a little more water as it
gets absorbed. Turn the whole mix over several times. Mortar has the
right consistency when it will hold the impression of the trowel point, or
your fingers when it’s squeezed.

Step 8: Lay the bricks
Move the stringline for the outer face of the wall on the hurdles (refer
Fig.4), then lay the bricks out dry the first course along the foundation to
work out their correct placement. Now lift them to one side and set this
course accurately to the stringline by laying a mortar bed.

Fig. 6

Using a trowel - to lay a bed, chop off a section of morar with the trowel
that’s about the same sizeas it. Seperate it from the bulk of the mortar
with a clean slicing action and shape it into a curve, as near to a sausage
shape, and use the tip in a stepping action down the middle to spread it
out. Lay enough for at least two bricks at a time. Lay the first brick in
place and tap down the trowel handle until the top outer corner of the
brick rests agains the stringline. The mortar should make a 10mm joint.
Buttering - for the next brick, butter one end to create the vertical join
before you lay it (Fig. 8). Hold the brick in one hand and scrape on mortar
with your trowel to one ‘perp’ end. Place the buttered end against the
first brick to form a vertical joint 10mm thick and firm down the trowel
handle, again so the top outer edge for the bricksrest against the
stringline. Repeat this for the next four or five bricks, still following
the stringline. Test with your spirit level that the bricks are truly
horizontal. Carefully scrape off excess mortar with your trowel.

Fig. 7

When the first course is laid, you can dispense with the hurdle
line and use bricklayer’s pins and line, gauge rod and spirit level
instead.
Brick cutting - each brick for all following courses should straddle two
on the last course, so you’ll probably have to cut to fit the ends of
alternative courses. Mark a cutting line on each face of the brick and
nick the line all around with your bolster and mash hammer. Place the
brick botom on grass or sand, put the bolster on the nicked line, give
it a sharp blow and the brick should cleanly break along the line (Fig. 9).
Racking - the corners should now be ‘racked’ - that is, built up by
several courses (Fig. 10). With each new course, check that the corners
are rising correctly with the gauge rod (Fig. 10). With a spirit level,
check that each brick you lay is level and that the brick faces are both
vertical and plumb. To lay the second course, tap flat bricklayer’s pins
into a vertical mortar joing at one end of the wall. Stretch a stringline
from these pins to the other end of the wall, then secure the line taut
with a second pin so that it’s in line wiht the top edge of the next
course. Lay the bricks in the middle to this line, testing each course for
level and plumbness. Move the pins and line up to each course until
all courses are filled between the racked corners. When the last course
is complete, build up the ends again and fill in the middle until you
reach the planned height.

Fig. 9

Step 9: Finishing off
Joints must be finished off before the mortar dries and there are
many ways to do this (Fig. 11). The simplest is the ‘flush’ joint, made
by drawing a trowel across the face of the bricks to create a mortar
join which sets flush to the brick surface. A ‘struck’ joint can be made
by drawing the trowel acros the face of the bricks to create a mortar
join which sets flush to the brick surface. A ‘struck’ joint can be made
by drawing the trowel steadily at a 20-30 deg. angle along the joint.

Fig. 10

Do vertical joins first then horizontal ones using the full length of the
trowel in a firm backwards action. The ruled joint is done by pressing
about half the diameter of your home-made joint rule and drawing it
the full length of the course. A recressed joint is made by undercutting
the joints with a steel scraper with a protruding head the same size as
thebrick joints, or a block of timber with a nail protuding to the depth
you want the joint to be.

Step 10: Cleaning up
Never leave brickwork uncleaned longer than two days after it’s laid.
Start at the top and hose off as much mortar as possible. Then scrape
with a wooden scraper using plenty of water to help. For remaining
mortar smearsl, clean with a mixture of 1 part spirits of salts
(hydrochloric acid) to 10 parts water.
Protective clothing must be worn for this job - long trousers, a shirt
giving full upper body and arm protection and a pair of industrial
elbow length rubber gloves. Goggles are also strongly recommended.
Working in 1 square metre sections, fully saturate the brick wall surface
with water first. Then, using a stiff dairy brush dipped continually in the
acid and water mix, vigorously rub the wall. Stubborn smears and lumps
can be removed with a steel scraper. Once each section is clean, wash
down immediately with water. Do not let mixture dry on the bricks. If
the mixture splashes on your skin, wash it off immediately with water.

melbournebrick.com.au
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DIY Paving

• An easy-to-follow guide to achieving a perfect result.
• Outlines all the tools you will need for the job.
• Includes a materials checklist.

www.melbournebrick.com.au

Helping you create your dream outdoors

Laying Pavers - Step by step guide
Turn your vision into a picture by following this easy step by step guide to easy paving.
Use our easy calculation tables to calculate your requirements

Safety Tips
Check your equipment ensure that you read the operating manuals of all equipment
including hired equipment such as plate compactors and cutting equipment.
Check the condition of hand tools such as mallets etc. to make sure they are in safe
working order before use. Always operate equipment according to the manufacturers
instructions and wear all the appropriate safety clothing and eye protection listed by the
manufactures.

Laying Pavers - Step by step guide
Turn your vision into a picture by following this easy step by step guide to easy paving.
Use our easy calculation tables to calculate your requirements

Check LIst
Pavers

Spade, rake (metal prongs), wheelbarrow, wooden stakes, string line, tape measure,
pegs and spirit level
Mechanical plate compactor (available from plant and hire store consult your supplier
for weight requirements).
Piece of carpet or rubber mat (to protect pavers when compacting)

Bedding sand

(recommended: coarse washed river sand)

Base layer

(Generally: road base material, as found in your local sand and soil supply store or well
crushed rock).

Screeding rails

(e.g. 2 pieces of timber, approximately 3m long and 30-40mm thick)

Screeding board

(e.g. a flat straight piece of aluminum or timber, approximately 3m long)

Spirit level

available from hardware stores

Jointing sand

(Recommended: fine washed sand)
Sand and cement for edge restraints
Rubber mallet and hardwood plank (for small jobs only)
Paver cutting equipment (e.g. brick saw or bolster available from plant hire store)
Refer to Safety Tips

Laying Pavers - Step One
Planning your Project
You will need to plan every aspect of your job before jumping in and getting started. This
will save you time and money and will ensure that the end result is as you imagine it to
be.
Planning will tell you:
• The pattern
• The number of pavers and how many cuts will be required
• How much material will be required
• What equipment you will need

Laying Pavers - Step Two
Draw a Plan
An accurate plan, drawn to scale will provide you
with an great tool for calculating your
requirements.
A plan of the area to be paved should be drawn
accurately. Use the planning grid (next page)
to help develop your landscaping ideas.
Mark out on site with a piece of string or chalk for
an even clearer idea of how your paving will look.
Don't forget to provide for storm water runoff
along with the required utilities that need to run
under the paved area, such as storm water
pipes, water pipes for a sprinkler system and
electrical wiring for external power points needed
for ponds, fountains and lighting.
If further work is required around the site, such
as retaining walls, check that access will be
available after the paving has been completed.

1300 722 102

eg each square = 0.5m
13m x 7.5m + 4.5m x 5m

Use this grid to help plan your outdoor space. Each square can represent 0.5m² or 1m² depending on the size of the space.
Please consult your Supernatural Grass stockist for further details on product size and requirements.

MBC Distributors Pty. Ltd. PO BOX 5146, Hallam VIC 3803
Phone: 03 8786 4166 / 1300 727 678
Email: info@supernaturalgrass.com.au

Web: www.supernaturalgrass.com.au

Laying Pavers - Step Three
Select a Pattern
There are many pattern styles from which to choose when laying your pavers. Select
from the patterns shown here or add your own special features. Each pattern shown is
graded for difficulty and number of cuts. The higher the difficulty and a number of cuts,
the greater the skill required and the greater the importance of the accuracy of planning
and set out.

45° Herringbone •••

45° Stretcher Bond
with Header course ••

90° Herringbone •••

Basketweave ••

Half Basketweave ••

45° Stack Bond ••

Stretcher Bond with
Header course ••

Diamond •

Stretcher Bond •

• Beginner

minimum design skill and low number of paver cuts

•• Intermediate

some design and set out skill required. Moderate to high number of
paver cuts

••• Advanced

high preparation and set out, also a large number of paver cuts

NOTE - It is recommended that the 45° or 90° Herringbone pattern be used for driveways.

Laying Pavers - Step Four
Calculate Your Requirements
Area
Calculate the area to be paved in
square metres The quantity of pavers
needed will depend on the area to
be paved, see figure 2 for tips
calculating the paving area.This can
be determined from the
measurements taken form the site.
This area is simply calculated by (m
= metres): Allow up to 10% extra
pavers for wastage such as cuts and
breakage's etc. Pavers - Calculate
the quantity of pavers required (see
manufacturers guide to pavers per
square metre)
Road Base
How much ROAD BASE will you need?
For a strong foundation, your paving may need road base. If you are paving a driveway
or on an unstable site, it is recommended that you consult a suitably qualified engineer.
Generally, road base is layed to a total depth of 100 to 150mm (10-15cm) around the
entire area.
For driveways, compact for every 50mm (5cm) layer and foe pathways compact for every
60mm (6cm) layer.
For 10m2 compacted to 100mm (10cm) you will need 1 cubic metres
For 10m2 compacted to 50mm (5cm) you will need 0.5 cubic metres.
Bedding Sand
Bedding sand is used to provide the pavers with a medium that they can bed down into
and form a firm position.
How much BEDDING SAND will you need? After the road base you will need to lay
bedding sand evenly to a depth of 30mm (3cm) over the entire area. For 10m2
compacted to a depth of 30mm (3cm) you will need 0.3 cubic metres. Bedding sand
needs to be spread evenly over the paving area to a depth of 30mm
Joint Filling Sand
Used to fill the spaces between the pavers and fix them in place. How much PAVER
JOINT FILLING SAND will you need? When laying pavers on the bedding sand it is
recommended that a 2-3 mm gap is left between pavers. Then joint fill sand can be
swept into the gaps. For 20-30m2 of paving, leaving 2-3mm gaps you will need
approximately 1 bag (10-20kg)

Sand Cement Mix
Used to make edge restraints for the paved area if required. How much SAND CEMENT
MIX will you need? Sand cement edge restraints may be needed to keep all the pavers
from shifting. They can be made with a mixture of sand and cement. For 200 lineal
metres of restraint you will need approximately 1 cubic metre of sand and cement mix.
Refer to your local supplier (e.g. hardware store) for pre-bagged sand and cement mixes

Laying Pavers - Step Five
The Right Equipment
Use our Check List at the Start of the Steps to make sure you have all the right
equipment.

Laying Pavers - Step Six
Preparing the Site
When determining your finished paved surface level remember to consider the following:
Paving must slope away form the building; Allow for the depth of he base layer, bedding
sand and paver figure 3.

Pavers should be flushed with the lawn.Excavate the area to be paved: Check the level
and depth of the base by measuring form a string line (see figure 4) This depth should
allow for the base layer, bedding sand and paver. Refer to figure 3 for approximate
depths. Ensure the ground level is even. Replace wet patches, loose or soft areas with
sand cement mix or compacted road base to create a stable base.

It is essential that rain water flow off the paving and away form buildings. To ensure this
paving must not be completely flat, it should slope about 20mm (2cm) per metre. If the
paving is against the side of a building, the pavers need to be a minimum of 25mm
(2.5cm) below the damp proof course to prevent rising damp problems in your home.
The damp proof course and air vents should never be covered. Pavers to come to this
level when compacted prepare the ground to this line (parallel to string line) figure 4.

Laying Pavers - Step Seven
Laying the Base
Spread the base layer (Generally: road base material or well graded crushed rock)
evenly over the prepared ground. Rake to an even thickness before compaction.
Compaction of road base is usually performed using a mechanical plate compactor (see
figure 5) It is recommended that the road base is compacted in 2-3 layers, not in one
single layer. An uneven base will give an uneven paver surface. Check with a spirit level.
When paving driveways or unstable sites, it is recommended that you consult a suitably
qualified engineer.

Laying Pavers - Step Eight
The Bedding Layer
Spread and screed a coarse, well graded washed river sand. The easiest way to screed
sand flat is to use two guides (screeding rails) and a screeding board. Place screeding
rails in position and spread a layer of bedding sand over the rails. Pull the screeding
board over the screeding rails to obtain a uniform depth of approximately 30mm (3cm).
When the sand is screeded remove the guides and fill in the tracks with bedding sand
and smooth off. Crusher dust and mixing sand with cement are not recommended for the
bedding layer.

Laying Pavers - Step Nine
Laying the Pavers

Setting out -The best way to ensure your paving pattern stays in line is to use set out
lines. Use a grid of string lines spaced at exact intervals around the perimeter of the job
(See figure 7) Use two string lines at right angles to keep the paving joints straight. When
setting up the grid remember to add 2-3 mm to each paver width to allow for the gap
between each unit. Place the pavers gently on the sand bed leaving a gap of 2-3mm
between each unit, unless the pavers have nibs (this prevents chipping). Disturb the bed
of sand as little as possible, you may stand on the pavers already laid but be careful not
to stand on the leading row of pavers as they may tilt and shift the flat sand.
Select the pavers down the side of the pallets and randomly form different pallets to
ensure an all over blend. For paving ideas, refer to the paving patterns step 3 To cut
pavers a bolster can be used (see figure 8) or hire a paver splitter or a brick saw. For clay
pavers it is necessary to use a diamond tipped blade and brick saw Edge restraints
prevent the pavers from moving horizontally and also restrain the sand and road base
(see figure 9a and 9b for possible options for edge restraints). For final compaction, the
restraints should be approximately 10mm (1cm) below the pavers before compaction.

Edge restraints can be made of treated timber, concrete (essential for driveways) or a
paving unit on its side

Laying Pavers - Step Ten
Filling the Joints
Once the pavers are laid, sweep dry fine graded sand over the paved area ensuring that
all joints are full. Do not mix cement with the jointing sand or the pavers may be stained.

Laying Pavers - Step Eleven

Compacting the Pavers
To secure the paving in place, compact the pavers using a mechanical plate compacter
with a piece of carpet or rubber mat under the compacter to prevent the pavers from
being scratched or damaged. After each pass of the compactor sweep in more jointing
sand and compact again before sweeping off excess sand (see figure 10) For small
areas pavers can be compacted by using a rubber mallet and a hardwood plank (see
figure 11) For driveways it is recommended that a minimum of 3 passes are carried out
with a mechanical plate compactor. Paving should generally compact approximately
10mm (1cm).

Then simply sit back, relax and enjoy the benefits of your handiwork; a new landscaped
home that is all that you imagined it to be.

Laying Pavers - Step Twelve
Handy Paving Tips
If your having trouble growing grass in heavy traffic areas consider a paved garden path.
To minimise future maintenance consider a paving sealant. Melbourne Brick recommend the MSEAL
range of sealers and cleaners which are tried, tested and proven for this type of paver.
When paving against a house remember to have effective white ant/termite protection.
Always remember to include a 2-3 mm gap between each paver when laying When paving
against a house it is recommended that the top of paving is a minimum of 25mm (2.5cm)
below the damp proof course. It is also advisable to place a plastic membrane against the
exposed concrete of the house footing. When paving a slope, it is important to start at the
bottom and pave up the slope
Selecting a Contractor
If you feel that laying your own paving is not for you, then experienced contractors are
available to complete your work. It is recommended that you use only an accredited
paviour. When selecting a contractor, it is advisable to obtain a minimum of 3 quotations,
itemising the exact work quoted for. Inspect previous work and contact customers if
possible to ensure the contractor is capable of providing the finish you require. NOTE:
Certain situations and applications (such as unstable ground and poor drainage areas)
may require your paving to be designed by a suitably qualified engineer.
Cleaning and Maintenance
A carefully planned maintenance program is the best method to keep Melbourne Brick pavers
looking good for years to come. Simple steps should include: Regular sweeping to keep
the pavers free from debris; Hosing down the pavement at regular intervals to stop the
build up of dust, grime and pollution; During construction, cover the paved areas to
project against damage; Protecting against possible staining from mortar, oxides, cement
and rust; Do not use acid to clean pavers; Do not use a high pressure cleaning
apparatus. Prior to removing stains, we suggest that the type of stain be carefully
assessed before action proceeds. Incorrect assessment can lead to the stain being more
difficult to remove. If the stain cannot be accurately assessed, then we would
recommend that a trial process on a small portion of the stained area be undertaken to
determine the most appropriate action.
Efflorescence
Do not hose the salt deposit with water. Brush with a stiff bristled broom, or sprinkle
slightly damp sand over the area, then brush away and hose gently with water.
Moss
Brush the affected area when dry. Or soak the area with a solution 10 parts water with
one part vinegar. Leave for 10 minutes then gently hose down before the solution dries.
For more information on cleaning and maintenance, please see additional Melbourne Brick
brochures. Do not use acids to remove stains under any circumstances. This is the last
step in the Laying Pavers easy planner guide
Thankyou
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DIY Retaining Wall

• An easy-to-follow 8 step guide to achieving a perfect result.
• Includes the tools you will need for the job and a materials checklist
• Features simple to use Freestone Eco interlocking blocks

www.melbournebrick.com.au

Helping you create your dream outdoors

BEFORE YOU START CHECKLIST
1. Check with your council
Low garden edging can usually be installed without council approval. However walls over
1m will generally need to be designed and certified by a suitable qualified engineer. Walls
in locations close to building or driveways, in places where significant ground water or
storm water build up can be expected, in steep or unstable terrain, or where there is
reactive clay or fine sandy soils, may need special attention. If in doubt please contact
your local council.

ADDITIONAL TIPS

2. Check you have all the right equipment

minimum for the block type you are using. Conversely,

Garden Gloves
Wheelbarrow
Spade
Rubber Mallet
Road Base (for leveling Pad)
10mm – 20mm Blue Metal (for drainage)
Safety Glasses
Spirit Level
String Line
Small Broom
Hammer & Bolster (for splitting blocks)
Compactor

for inside curves the wall radius increases with each

Insert a Stake at the centre of the desired curve then
mark an arc on the ground with a spray can, connected
by the string. For outside curves, the top course will have
the smallest radius so make sure this is not less than the

subsequent course. For both inside and outside curves,
you will need to include partial blocks to maintain a proper
running bond.
ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR CORNERS
To build an outside corner begin by placing a half unit on
the corner then lay the rest of the base course working
out from the corner block. Begin the second course with
another half unit, this time aligned with the alternate
wall. Place the second and third blocks on either side

3. Important Safety

of the corner unit. Continue to alternate the corner unit

• Always wear eye protection when you’re splitting or cutting an Adbri Masonry retaining
wall unit. Wear eye protection when you are using a whacker.
• Bend your knees when lifting heavy products.
• Wear work boots to protect your feet & gardening gloves to protect your hands.
•

orientation with each subsequent course.

Tip before you start

bond (e.g. like bricks) on one side of the corner.

A great retaining wall requires a good foundation, correct back
attention to getting your leveling pad – Foundation to an even depth, and if using road base
make sure your bed is compacted to the correct size. Drainage gravel should be 10mm20mm in size – blue metal is perfect. Remember the first course of blocks will dictate how
the final wall looks, so lay them square and true level side to side and front to back. Use a
spirit level across the top of the bocks and tap them down with a rubber mallet.

Once the second course of one wall is established, begin

To build an inside corner, place a full block at the corner
than lay a second block at right angles to the first.
Continue laying out the rest of the base course working
form the corner out. On the second course lay the blocks on

the second course of the adjacent wall. Partial units may
be required on this wall to maintain running bond for better
strength and appearance. Block placement in the corner
should alternate direction with each subsequent course.

1. Mark out the wall

4. The first coarse

7. Continue to lay

For straight walls use stakes and a string line.
For curved walls set the shape by laying a
garden hose on the ground, then mark the
curve with spray paint. Its best to use a hose
with a tap on the spray nozzle of, as the water
pressure will form a more uniform curve.
Handy Tip: Use brightly coloured string
so you don’t trip over it.

Place blocks side by side at the front of the
leveled and compacted road base whilst
using a string line along the back of units for
alignment. For curved walls, place the blocks
against the required shape formed by a garden
hose and marked out with spray paint. Make
sure the blocks are tightly side butted together
and true to the running edge of the finished
wall. Sweep the top of the first course before
laying the second.
Handy Tip: Use a rubber mallet to tap
blocks into place – a metal hammer may
crack them.

Add your subsequent block courses to your
maximum height. Remember to backfill with
drainage aggregate as you go, and compact
it when 300mm deep. Sweep the top of each
course before laying the next to remove all
loose stones. Ensure the locking lips (at the
back or top of the block) fit snugly together.
Handy Tip: Make sure your blocks lock
together.

2. Dig a trench

5. Backfill

8. Finishing Off

Dig a trench 300mm-600mm wide and
130mm-150mm deep to fit the leveling pad.
Remove any roots and soft earth. Level and
firmly compact the soil at the bottom of the
trench.
Handy Tip: Gloves make your spade user
friendly.

When the first course is in place, backfill
behind the blocks with a minimum 300mm
wide 10-20mm blue metal drainage aggregate
to a level slightly lower than the block height.
Lay in the second block course then backfill
immediately behind the wall with the drainage
aggregate.
Handy Tip: Back fill as you go.

Backfill to the final wall height whilst being
careful not to nudge any blocks out of
alignment. Capping units should be glued
to the top course using a construction
adhesive. (Liquid Nails)
Handy Tip: Make sure you have a cold one
in the fridge for when you have finished.

3. Add leveling pad

6. Install the drain

Spread road base along the bottom of your
trench. When using road base, level with a
straight edge and compact to the required
height by tamping with the rear face of a block
or mechanical whacker packer.
Handy Tip: Road base consists of 5% cement
– stabilized crushed rock.

If required place a 100mm drainage pipe
behind the first course of blocks on the bed
of drainage aggregate. Outlet the drain
through the wall at every low point, at every
20m of wall length, and around the ends
of the wall to your storm water system.
Handy Tip: Use Ag pipe with a protective sock
on it.
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Theæ Freestoneæ ECOæ Retainingæ Wall Systemæ isæ aæ sustainableæ DIYæ
retainingæ wallæ systemæ whichæ isæ manufacturedæ withæ recycledæ glassæ
æ
aggregatesæ toæ provideæ aæ uniqueæ smoothæ finishæ thatæ shimmersæ inæ theæ
æ light.æ
Eachæ blockæ hasæ selfæ locatingæ lugsæ whichæ easilyæ lockæ intoæ theæ blockæ aboveæ toæ
provideæ aæ verticalæ wall.æ Theæ Freestoneæ ECOæ Retainingæ Wallæ Systemæ isæ treatedæ
dæ
inæ manufactureæ toæ exposeæ theæ recycledæ glassæ colouredæ aggregateæ onæ theæ
surfaceæ toæ achieveæ aæ uniqueæ exposedæ glassæ finish.æ Theæ recycledæ glassæ
aggregateæ isæ theæ byæ productæ fromæ theæ kerbsideæ recyclingæ ofæ glassæ bottles.æ.æ
Purposeæ madeæ 90æ degreeæ corneræ andæ bullnoseæ cappingæ isæ availableæ toæ
provideæ aæ completeæ system.æ

Furtheræ information:æ islandblock.com.au/freestoneeco

Ebonyæ (sealed)

Mistæ

• Prestigeæ &æ quality
æ
æ friendlyæ
•æ æ Environmentallyæ
yæ
• Largeæ blocksæ -æ 10/m 2
• Smooth surface finish
• No concreteæ footings

Helping you create your dream outdoors

Limestone

The Freestone ECO Retaining Wall System is a sustainable DIY retaining wall system which
is manufactured with recycled glass aggregates to provide a unique smooth finish that
shimmers in the light.

Construction Methods
The Freestone ECO Retaining Wall System can be built using
three different construction methods.
The most suitable method to build the Freestone ECO wall is always selected with consideration to the
overall wall height, soil conditions and any loads that impact on the retaining wall such as vehicle
traffic, fences or steep slopes.

OPTION 1
Backfilled with 300mm wide blue
metal drainage layer
This is a common method for building low non load bearing gravity garden
wall. Freestone ECO blocks are built over a compacted gravel footing on
a 25mm sand bed; all blocks are filled with 20 mm blue metal. An ag-pipe
drain is set up at the back of the wall base and then subsequently backfilled
with a 300mm drainage layer.
• Suitable for low walls dependant on soil conditions and any loads, refer to design table 1.

OPTION 2
Backfilled with no-fines concrete drainage layer
Per option 1, Freestone ECO blocks are built as a gravity wall over a
compacted gravel footing on a 25mm sand bed. However, to increase the
strength of the wall and therefore build higher walls, the blue metal block
infill and drainage layer in option 1 is replaced with a “no-fines” concrete mix
which both strengthens and increases the mass of the wall.
The “no-fines” concrete still allows water to f low into the drain below.
• Suitable for walls up to 2 metres high subject to engineers design. Refer to design table 2.

OPTION 3
Reinforced and concrete filled on
a concrete footing
Freestone ECO blocks are built on a reinforced concrete footing.
The Freestone ECO blocks are simply stacked together and reinforced with
horizontal and vertical steel, placed in the purpose made locations within
the blocks. The blocks are then core filled with concrete to form a reinforced
block retaining wall, without the use of mortar.
• Suitable for walls up to 3 metres high subject to engineers design. Refer to design table 3.

Installation Guide
Step 1 - Base Preparation
Dig out trench approx. 250mm deep. The trench should be 600mm wide. Place and well compact
150mm to 200mm of fine crushed rock (gravel). This base thickness depends on the wall height e.g.
200mm thick for 1 metre high, extra thickness for higher walls may be required, subject to
engineers design.

Step 2 - Sand Bed
Spread 25mm of either sharp sand or metal dust over the compacted base.
This should be in a straight line and checked with a level. If the wall is stepped, start at
the lowest point.

Step 3 - Laying 1st Course
The first block course is now bedded into the sand bed. The use of a level and string line is
recommended to ensure that the first course is laid correctly. For walls up to 1 metre high, make sure at
least 100mm of the first block course is buried below the finished ground level. Allow approx. 200mm for
walls over 1 metre high and 300mm for walls over 2 metres high. Compact gravel along the front of the
blocks to stabilise.

Step 4 - Drainage & Backfill
Place P.V.C. ag-pipe with a geotextile sock drain behind the wall, with a 1 in 100 fall. Backfill behind the
blocks 300mm wide, with clean, free-draining material (eg. 20mm blue metal). Ensure that each block is
also filled with free-draining material. Backfill behind the drainage layer with your chosen backfill material
in a maximum of 200mm layers. Compaction rate of 95% must be achieved (use only hand operated
plate compactors close to wall). Do not use soft or wet clay to backfill. Be careful not to mechanically
compact too close to the wall.

Step 5 - Laying Additional Courses
Lay the next course and subsequent courses to a string line following the same procedure, as outlined
previously, ie. clean the top of the blocks, fill the block cores and form a 300mm drainage layer behind the
blocks, backfilling in max. 250mm layers, as per step 4. Ensure backfill is compacted to 95%.
Corner blocks require adhesive fixing with “Selleys“ Landscape Liquid Nails or Anchorloc 2-part epoxy.

Step 6 - Laying Capping Units
Once backfilling and cleaning is completed as per step 5, fix the purpose made
FreestoneECO Capping blocks with adhesive. Selleys Landscape Liquid Nails or
Anchorloc 2-part epoxy is recommended.

Step 7 - Sealing
To enhance the recycled glass aggregate whilst also minimising future maintenance, it is recommended
that the FreestoneECO Retaining Wall including capping is sealed on completion with a reputable
concrete sealer.

Wall Height Design Tables
Maximumæ Wallæ Heightsæ Foræ Freestoneæ ECOæ Blockæ Retainingæ Walls
(Tablesæ areæ aæ guideæ onlyæ andæ subjectæ toæ anæ engineerÍ sæ finalæ design)

TABLEæ 2

TABLEæ 1

Maximum wall heights for FreestoneECO
gravity retaining walls, backfilled with
no fines concrete to the specified width
behind the wall.

Maximum wall heights for Freestone
ECO gravity retaining walls, backfilled
with a 300mm blue metal drainage layer.

TABLEæ 3

Indicative wall heights for FreestoneECO
retaining walls, laid on a reinforced concrete
footing and reinforced with vertical and
horizontal steel as specified.

TABLEæ 1

Freestone ECO Gravity Wall backfilled with
300mm blue metal drainage layer.
Maximum Wall Height ‘H’ (m)
Backslope
Conditions/Loadings

Wall Height

Retained
Soil Types

0.6

Type 1

0.7

Type 2

0.7

Type 3

0.5

Type 1

0.6

Type 2

Level with:
No Surcharge

Level with:
Domestic Vehicles

1:4 with:
No Surcharge

1:4 with:
Domestic Vehicles

0.6

Type 3

0.5

Type 1

0.6

Type 2

0.6

Type 3

0.5

Type 1

0.5

Type 2

0.6

Type 3

(refer
Table 2)

TABLEæ 2

Freestone ECO Gravity Wall backfilled with no fines concrete drainage layer.
Maximum Wall Height ‘H’ (m)*
Width of no fines concrete

Backslope
Conditions/
Loadings

Wall
Height
(m)

Base
thickness
(m)

Type 1

Type 2

Level with:
No
Surcharge

1.0

0.20

0.35

0.3

0.3

1.25

0.20

0.45

0.45

0.35

Domestic
Vehicles

1:4
Backslope

Width of no fines concrete backfill
behind blocks
Type 3

1.5

0.25

0.65

0.65

0.55

1.75

0.30

0.95

0.95

0.85

2.0

0.35

*

1.15

1.15

1.0

0.15

0.55

0.45

0.45

1.25

0.20

0.65

0.65

0.55

1.5

0.25

0.95

0.75

0.75

1.75

0.30

1.25

1.05

1.05

2.0

0.35

1.55

1.35

1.15

1.0

0.15

0.65

0.55

0.55

1.25

0.20

0.85

0.75

0.75

1.5

0.25

1.45

1.15

0.95

1.75

0.30

*

1.55

1.25

2.0

0.35

*

1.75

1.75

No-Finesæ Concreteæ Backfill/Infillæ Spec.

No-fines concrete infill placed behind retaining walls shall be free-draining,
allowing water to pass readily through it to the drainage system. In its unhardened
state, no-fines concrete shall have low slump and shall not exert a lateral pressure
in excess of 4 kPa per metre depth on the retaining wall facing restraining it.
No-fines concrete used to provide enhanced stability to a retaining wall shall have
3
a bulk density not less than 1800 kg./m
. No-fines concrete shall form a coherent
mass, capable of adhering to the retaining wall facing.
No-fines concrete shall meet the following specs:
Aggregate to GP cement ratio shall be not greater than 6 : 1
l Aggregate shall be GP (poorly graded) nominal 20 mm crushed rock.
l Compressive strength shall be not less than 10 MPa.
l

Construction Notes
1 Blocks should be backfilled with no-fines concrete every
2 courses (500mm) high, blocks should be filled first prior to backfilling
behind the wall to reduce pressure.
2 Blocks should be wetted prior to core filling to increase
f low of no-fines concrete.
3 At least 25% of FreestoneECO block wings should be removed from the
rear of the blocks prior to backfilling.

TABLEæ 3

Freestone ECO Reinforced Retaining Wall
laid on a reinforced concrete footing.
Wall
Height
(m)

1.25

1.5

1.75

2.0

2.25

Base Starter
Min.
Transverse Longitudial
Width
Bar
Bar Lap Bar Type
Bar Type
(m)
Type
(mm)

Soil
Types

1.4

N12

500

N12

N12

Type 1

1.2

N12

500

N12

N12

Type 2

1.0

N12

500

N12

N12

Type 3

1.5

N12

700

N16

N12

Type 1

1.3

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 2

1.1

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 3

1.6

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 1

1.4

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 2

1.2

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 3

1.8

N20

700

N20

N16

Type 1

1.6

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 2

1.4

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 3

2.1

N20

700

N20

N16

Type 1

1.8

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 2

1.5

N10

700

N16

N16

Type 3

(Tablesæ areæ aæ guideæ onlyæ andæ subjectæ toæ anæ engineerÍ sæ finalæ design)

Construction Notes
Soil Typeæ Descriptions
TYPEæ 1 SOILS

Includes soft and firm clay,
fine sands, silty clays.
Internal Friction
Angle ≥ 20o - 24o

TYPE 2 SOILS

Includes stiff sandy clays
and gravelly clays
Internal Friction
Angle ≥ 25o - 30o

TYPE 3 SOILS

Includes FCR, rock,
sandstone and gravels.
Internal Friction
Angle ≥ 30o+

1. The following assumptions have been made regarding soil properties:
o
- 30o+
a. Infill Soil Types – As Above: Internal Friction Angle ≥ 20
b. Bearing Pad
– Compacted density angle:
at least 18.6 kg/m3
– Effective internal friction angle:
at least 37o
– Effective Cohesion:
at least 5kPa
2. Caution is required when using heavy or dry clays as retained soil or backfill.
3. Surcharge loads are as follows:
Domestic Vehicles
– 500 kg/m 2 (5 kPa)
Heavy Vehicles
– To be separately assessed
4. Drainage shall be supplied in the form of a slotted P.V.
C. ag-pipe with geotextile sock drain
(fall at 1:100 min. to S/W disposal system) or with weep holes.
A 300mm drainage layer shall be provided behind the wall.
5. Table 1 gravity wall design table should be used for low, non-structural garden walls only.
6. Wall embedment is critical, ensure embedment parameters are followed and compacted fill is placed
in front of wall.
7. For backslope conditions greater than 1 in 4, seek specific engineering advice.
Vehicle traffic should be allowed no closer than 1 metre behind the wall.
Engineeringæ -æ Toæ complyæ withæ mostæ councilæ requirements,æ pleaseæ seekæ specificæ engineeringæ adviceæ foræ walls
overæ 1æ metreæ highæ oræ foræ lowæ wallsæ carryingæ vehicleæ traffic,æ etc.

æ
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The Freestone ECO Retaining Wall System is a sustainable DIY retaining wall system which
is manufactured with recycled glass aggregates to provide a unique smooth finish that
shimmers in the light.

Construction Methods
The Freestone ECO Retaining Wall System can be built using
three different construction methods.
The most suitable method to build the Freestone ECO wall is always selected with consideration to the
overall wall height, soil conditions and any loads that impact on the retaining wall such as vehicle
traffic, fences or steep slopes.

OPTION 1
Backfilled with 300mm wide blue
metal drainage layer
This is a common method for building low non load bearing gravity garden
wall. Freestone ECO blocks are built over a compacted gravel footing on
a 25mm sand bed; all blocks are filled with 20 mm blue metal. An ag-pipe
drain is set up at the back of the wall base and then subsequently backfilled
with a 300mm drainage layer.
• Suitable for low walls dependant on soil conditions and any loads, refer to design table 1.

OPTION 2
Backfilled with no-fines concrete drainage layer
Per option 1, Freestone ECO blocks are built as a gravity wall over a
compacted gravel footing on a 25mm sand bed. However, to increase the
strength of the wall and therefore build higher walls, the blue metal block
infill and drainage layer in option 1 is replaced with a “no-fines” concrete mix
which both strengthens and increases the mass of the wall.
The “no-fines” concrete still allows water to f low into the drain below.
• Suitable for walls up to 2 metres high subject to engineers design. Refer to design table 2.

OPTION 3
Reinforced and concrete filled on
a concrete footing
Freestone ECO blocks are built on a reinforced concrete footing.
The Freestone ECO blocks are simply stacked together and reinforced with
horizontal and vertical steel, placed in the purpose made locations within
the blocks. The blocks are then core filled with concrete to form a reinforced
block retaining wall, without the use of mortar.
• Suitable for walls up to 3 metres high subject to engineers design. Refer to design table 3.

Installation Guide
Step 1 - Base Preparation
Dig out trench approx. 250mm deep. The trench should be 600mm wide. Place and well compact
150mm to 200mm of fine crushed rock (gravel). This base thickness depends on the wall height e.g.
200mm thick for 1 metre high, extra thickness for higher walls may be required, subject to
engineers design.

Step 2 - Sand Bed
Spread 25mm of either sharp sand or metal dust over the compacted base.
This should be in a straight line and checked with a level. If the wall is stepped, start at
the lowest point.

Step 3 - Laying 1st Course
The first block course is now bedded into the sand bed. The use of a level and string line is
recommended to ensure that the first course is laid correctly. For walls up to 1 metre high, make sure at
least 100mm of the first block course is buried below the finished ground level. Allow approx. 200mm for
walls over 1 metre high and 300mm for walls over 2 metres high. Compact gravel along the front of the
blocks to stabilise.

Step 4 - Drainage & Backfill
Place P.V.C. ag-pipe with a geotextile sock drain behind the wall, with a 1 in 100 fall. Backfill behind the
blocks 300mm wide, with clean, free-draining material (eg. 20mm blue metal). Ensure that each block is
also filled with free-draining material. Backfill behind the drainage layer with your chosen backfill material
in a maximum of 200mm layers. Compaction rate of 95% must be achieved (use only hand operated
plate compactors close to wall). Do not use soft or wet clay to backfill. Be careful not to mechanically
compact too close to the wall.

Step 5 - Laying Additional Courses
Lay the next course and subsequent courses to a string line following the same procedure, as outlined
previously, ie. clean the top of the blocks, fill the block cores and form a 300mm drainage layer behind the
blocks, backfilling in max. 250mm layers, as per step 4. Ensure backfill is compacted to 95%.
Corner blocks require adhesive fixing with “Selleys“ Landscape Liquid Nails or Anchorloc 2-part epoxy.

Step 6 - Laying Capping Units
Once backfilling and cleaning is completed as per step 5, fix the purpose made
FreestoneECO Capping blocks with adhesive. Selleys Landscape Liquid Nails or
Anchorloc 2-part epoxy is recommended.

Step 7 - Sealing
To enhance the recycled glass aggregate whilst also minimising future maintenance, it is recommended
that the FreestoneECO Retaining Wall including capping is sealed on completion with a reputable
concrete sealer.

Wall Height Design Tables
Maximumæ Wallæ Heightsæ Foræ Freestoneæ ECOæ Blockæ Retainingæ Walls
(Tablesæ areæ aæ guideæ onlyæ andæ subjectæ toæ anæ engineerÍ sæ finalæ design)

TABLEæ 2

TABLEæ 1

Maximum wall heights for FreestoneECO
gravity retaining walls, backfilled with
no fines concrete to the specified width
behind the wall.

Maximum wall heights for Freestone
ECO gravity retaining walls, backfilled
with a 300mm blue metal drainage layer.

TABLEæ 3

Indicative wall heights for FreestoneECO
retaining walls, laid on a reinforced concrete
footing and reinforced with vertical and
horizontal steel as specified.

TABLEæ 1

Freestone ECO Gravity Wall backfilled with
300mm blue metal drainage layer.
Maximum Wall Height ‘H’ (m)
Backslope
Conditions/Loadings

Wall Height

Retained
Soil Types

0.6

Type 1

0.7

Type 2

0.7

Type 3

0.5

Type 1

0.6

Type 2

Level with:
No Surcharge

Level with:
Domestic Vehicles

1:4 with:
No Surcharge

1:4 with:
Domestic Vehicles

0.6

Type 3

0.5

Type 1

0.6

Type 2

0.6

Type 3

0.5

Type 1

0.5

Type 2

0.6

Type 3

(refer
Table 2)

TABLEæ 2

Freestone ECO Gravity Wall backfilled with no fines concrete drainage layer.
Maximum Wall Height ‘H’ (m)*
Width of no fines concrete

Backslope
Conditions/
Loadings

Wall
Height
(m)

Base
thickness
(m)

Type 1

Type 2

Level with:
No
Surcharge

1.0

0.20

0.35

0.3

0.3

1.25

0.20

0.45

0.45

0.35

Domestic
Vehicles

1:4
Backslope

Width of no fines concrete backfill
behind blocks
Type 3

1.5

0.25

0.65

0.65

0.55

1.75

0.30

0.95

0.95

0.85

2.0

0.35

*

1.15

1.15

1.0

0.15

0.55

0.45

0.45

1.25

0.20

0.65

0.65

0.55

1.5

0.25

0.95

0.75

0.75

1.75

0.30

1.25

1.05

1.05

2.0

0.35

1.55

1.35

1.15

1.0

0.15

0.65

0.55

0.55

1.25

0.20

0.85

0.75

0.75

1.5

0.25

1.45

1.15

0.95

1.75

0.30

*

1.55

1.25

2.0

0.35

*

1.75

1.75

No-Finesæ Concreteæ Backfill/Infillæ Spec.

No-fines concrete infill placed behind retaining walls shall be free-draining,
allowing water to pass readily through it to the drainage system. In its unhardened
state, no-fines concrete shall have low slump and shall not exert a lateral pressure
in excess of 4 kPa per metre depth on the retaining wall facing restraining it.
No-fines concrete used to provide enhanced stability to a retaining wall shall have
3
a bulk density not less than 1800 kg./m
. No-fines concrete shall form a coherent
mass, capable of adhering to the retaining wall facing.
No-fines concrete shall meet the following specs:
Aggregate to GP cement ratio shall be not greater than 6 : 1
l Aggregate shall be GP (poorly graded) nominal 20 mm crushed rock.
l Compressive strength shall be not less than 10 MPa.
l

Construction Notes
1 Blocks should be backfilled with no-fines concrete every
2 courses (500mm) high, blocks should be filled first prior to backfilling
behind the wall to reduce pressure.
2 Blocks should be wetted prior to core filling to increase
f low of no-fines concrete.
3 At least 25% of FreestoneECO block wings should be removed from the
rear of the blocks prior to backfilling.

TABLEæ 3

Freestone ECO Reinforced Retaining Wall
laid on a reinforced concrete footing.
Wall
Height
(m)

1.25

1.5

1.75

2.0

2.25

Base Starter
Min.
Transverse Longitudial
Width
Bar
Bar Lap Bar Type
Bar Type
(m)
Type
(mm)

Soil
Types

1.4

N12

500

N12

N12

Type 1

1.2

N12

500

N12

N12

Type 2

1.0

N12

500

N12

N12

Type 3

1.5

N12

700

N16

N12

Type 1

1.3

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 2

1.1

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 3

1.6

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 1

1.4

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 2

1.2

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 3

1.8

N20

700

N20

N16

Type 1

1.6

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 2

1.4

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 3

2.1

N20

700

N20

N16

Type 1

1.8

N16

700

N16

N16

Type 2

1.5

N10

700

N16

N16

Type 3

(Tablesæ areæ aæ guideæ onlyæ andæ subjectæ toæ anæ engineerÍ sæ finalæ design)

Construction Notes
Soil Typeæ Descriptions
TYPEæ 1 SOILS

Includes soft and firm clay,
fine sands, silty clays.
Internal Friction
Angle ≥ 20o - 24o

TYPE 2 SOILS

Includes stiff sandy clays
and gravelly clays
Internal Friction
Angle ≥ 25o - 30o

TYPE 3 SOILS

Includes FCR, rock,
sandstone and gravels.
Internal Friction
Angle ≥ 30o+

1. The following assumptions have been made regarding soil properties:
o
- 30o+
a. Infill Soil Types – As Above: Internal Friction Angle ≥ 20
b. Bearing Pad
– Compacted density angle:
at least 18.6 kg/m3
– Effective internal friction angle:
at least 37o
– Effective Cohesion:
at least 5kPa
2. Caution is required when using heavy or dry clays as retained soil or backfill.
3. Surcharge loads are as follows:
Domestic Vehicles
– 500 kg/m 2 (5 kPa)
Heavy Vehicles
– To be separately assessed
4. Drainage shall be supplied in the form of a slotted P.V.
C. ag-pipe with geotextile sock drain
(fall at 1:100 min. to S/W disposal system) or with weep holes.
A 300mm drainage layer shall be provided behind the wall.
5. Table 1 gravity wall design table should be used for low, non-structural garden walls only.
6. Wall embedment is critical, ensure embedment parameters are followed and compacted fill is placed
in front of wall.
7. For backslope conditions greater than 1 in 4, seek specific engineering advice.
Vehicle traffic should be allowed no closer than 1 metre behind the wall.
Engineeringæ -æ Toæ complyæ withæ mostæ councilæ requirements,æ pleaseæ seekæ specificæ engineeringæ adviceæ foræ walls
overæ 1æ metreæ highæ oræ foræ lowæ wallsæ carryingæ vehicleæ traffic,æ etc.

æ
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DIY Synthetic Grass

• An easy-to-follow 7 step guide to achieving a perfect result.
• Includes maintenance guidelines
• Includes a materials and tools needed

Helping you create your dream outdoors

melbournebrick.com.au

DIY Supernatural Grass Grass Installation Guide
Supernatural Grass recommends using an experienced installer for all synthetic grass installations. Sporting grounds, tennis courts, multi purpose areas and
schools are installed with very specific requirements to comply with insurance regulations and safety standards and should not be attempted by anyone
without specific knowledge and experience. Domestic and landscaping applications are less critical however Supernatural Grass still recommends using an
experience installer.
The following is a guide only and to be used as a reference only for people with construction or earthwork experience. Supernatural Grass will not be liable
for any damage or errors caused by the installation of Synthetic grass.

Step 1 - Mark Out
Use a rope or garden hose to mark out the area to be covered with Supernatural Grass™. Use an earth paint or similar to paint your border. It is worth noting
at this point that Supernatural Grass™ is supplied in 3.71 meter widths and your area plan should be marked out to minimise wastage.

Step 2 - Sub Base
Strip out all natural grass (living or dead) as well as all vegetation within the area to be laid with Supernatural Grass™ Excavate the ground to a depth of
75mm below the desired finished level of the Supernatural Grass™ Supernatural Grass recommends treating the area with a herbicide such as round up or
similar to prevent vegetation growth under your Supernatural Grass™ Please refer to the herbicide manufacturers instructions on handling these potentially
dangerous chemicals safely. You may be required to leave the area for a period of time dependant on the herbicide chosen.

Step 3 - Sub Base Fill
Fill your sub base area with crushed rock or good quality compactible sand to a depth of 75mm. Spread the base evenly to create a surface that is as level
as possible and compact the base with plate compactor. Supernatural Grass recommends compacting the area at least twice with a medium watering
between each compaction. You may need to refill the area dependant on your finished height requirements once the first round of compacting is complete.
Once compacting is finished and very hard, spread approximately 10-15mm of crusher dust over the base and compact. A fine layer of sand can be used as
a final layer to create a perfectly smooth sub base if necessary. Check surface for depressions. Any depression areas 10mm-20mm or deeper should be
filled in and re-leveled. Although the grass also drains vertically through the drainage holes that are manufactured in the grass, it is still advisable to give the
sub-base a slight slope, to avoid any pools of water (slope away from buildings).

Step 4 - Laying the Grass
Lay your Supernatural Grass™ over the sub base according to your measurement plan and allow the garden side ends to overlap for later trimming. Allow
the Supernatural Grass™ to relax for a few hours, this should remove any wrinkles caused by rolling of the grass. Make cuts around trees and obstacles and
get all the Supernatural Grass™ laid into it correct final position ready for gluing the seams.
Roll out grass. Position the grass where it goes, be accurate (so you don’t cut off grass you actually need). Note: Try to avoid dragging the grass as this
may dislodge some crushed rock or sand

Step 5 - Securing Edges
After your Supernatural Grass is cut to size and sitting in position long flat head nails or 'u' shaped pegs can be used to secure the edges of the grass. One
nail or peg every 30cm is recommended.

Need Help? Contact our friendly Supernatural Grass	
  staff on 1300 727 678	
  	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Step 6 - Gluing Seams
Make sure your Supernatural Grass™ is sitting in the correct position, and then roll back the edges to be glued together. Place a jointing tape directly under
the seam position and exactly in the middle of the seam. Pour outdoor synthetic grass glue onto the joint tape and spread evenly over the tape with a
notched trowel. Place two edges of Supernatural Grass™ together over the glued tape and push down firmly. It is very important that the two edges of the
Supernatural Grass™ are glued as closely together as possible to ensure that the seam is not visible and ensure you match the seam on each joining piece.
Note: The pattern of grass stitching on the under side must run in the same direction before the two pieces are adhered. Both sides of the grass at the seam
must be pulled back in order to install the seam tape.

Step 7 - Brushing and Infill
Rubber infill material should be laid evenly on the Supernatural Grass™, use the Supernatural Grass product range page to guide you of the correct infill
amounts per square meter of sand and rubber granules to use for each product. Most use sand infill, as it is the least expensive compared to rubber infill. Of
course rubber is more shock absorbent than sand, so choose what you can afford and prefer, although it is strongly advisable to have at least the top half in
rubber infill. This acts as insulation & also deters weeds from sprouting in the sand. You want to calculate the amount of infill in advance, as you will want to
leave around 15mm of grass blade exposed. As a general rule of thumb, approximately 10kg of kiln dried Supernatural Grass sand per square meter of
grass, equals around 10mm of infill height. Then finally add a crumb rubber infill using Supernatural Grass Rubber with approximately one 25 kg bag
covering 2-3 sq metre for every 10mm of infill height. Spread the infill in several passes. As you spread the infill you should make one entire pass on the
surface then sweep it down into the fibres, repeating the process until all of your infill has been spread evenly. Once the rubber granules are spread evenly
over the Supernatural Grass™ spread the sand over the top of the rubber evenly, Use a plastic garden rake to further even out the infill. Brush in the infill
with a stiff bristled broom or mechanical power broom, allowing the infill to fall to the base of the Supernatural Grass™. Over time the rubber will settle further
to the base of the Supernatural Grass™ and become less visible. Further infill may need to be reviewed after several years of use or depending on traffic on
grass. Your Supernatural Grass™ is now ready to use!!

	
  

Finished Product
You may need to broom the grass occasionally dependant on usage and traffic and any leaves and debris can be removed either manually or with a leaf
blower.

Notes
You may use 100% sand if you would prefer not to use rubber.

•
•
•
•
•

The advantages of using Rubber
Rubber Creates soft fall and is less abrasive
Type of Rubber and Sand to use:
1mm – 2mm size Rubber granules are recommended.
Dried sand must be used. Best grading is a kiln dried AFS 40 Grade Sand.

Need Help? Contact our friendly Supernatural Grass	
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Optional Edging. Depending on your yard, you may want to install some type of edging material around your new lawn. A large range of Clay, Masonry and
Natural Stone pavers, garden edging borders and retaining wall products are available from Melbourne Brick stores throughout Melbourne which will be ideal
for edging your new grassed area.

	
  

Maintenance Guidelines
Routine maintenance generally includes keeping the surface clean of debris, especially that which may decay into the infill, and occasionally sweeping the
fibers up to revitalize the appearance of the lawn.

Rain is your best cleanser. Rainfall gently cleans the grass fibers of dust, pollen and airborne pollutants in way that is difficult to duplicate in any other
fashion. In areas where rainfall is scarce–or during prolonged periods of drought–an occasional water flush is beneficial to soak and thus cleanse the grass
system. This procedure is recommended for all grass systems.

Here are some additional tips:

•
•

Do not use any tools that may damage the field and do not use solvents like acetone or cleaning materials containing alcohol.
Pay special attention to the most heavily used areas. Keep extra sand or rubber infill as after a minor settling period, you may wish to fill-in any
minor “low spots”. If you encounter a low spot, take a bucket of infill, locate the spot and apply several thin layers of infill to the area and brush
into the fibers with a stiff street broom or small hand held fiber scrub brush (such as is used to hand scrub floors). Brush in several directions.

•
•
•
•

Every loose foreign object, no matter how small, can damage your Artificial grass by abrading the fibres and/or contaminating the fill. Remove all
leaves, twigs, paper and any other waste items on a regular basis.
To keep the infill from compacting and to limit the fibers from “matting down”, brush your Artificial grass on a regular basis. Always brush the
Artificial grass in opposite directions, as continuous brushing in one single direction will produce unacceptable pile lean.
In case of seams opening, it should be repaired soon as quickly as possible to prevent the situation from deteriorating.
Snow removal: Generally snow and ice should be left to melt and drain off the system without assistance. At times, however, it may be desirable
to remove snow or ice. If you elect to plow the snow, leave a layer of snow of 1 inch as to protect your Artificial grass from mechanical damage.
The final layer of snow can be removed by brushing.

•
•

Do not park vehicles on the Artificial grass. You also do not want direct, hot engine exhaust to be discharged onto the Artificial grass for
extended periods.
Prevent lubricating oil, grease, transmission fluids, etc., from dripping or spilling on your Artificial grass surface during sweepings. Such spills
can discolor the Artificial grass. Battery acid and other such fluids should not be allowed on the Artificial grass. Never change or add fluids to
maintenance equipment while on the Artificial grass surface.

•

The Artificial grass fibers are highly stain resistant because most stains are moisture borne and the polyolefin-based fibers tend not to absorb
moisture. Hence, most stains on Artificial grass are not true stains but rather residues of foreign matter that must be promptly and thoroughly
removed. Most stains can be removed with water or soap and water. The first rule is promptness. It is much easier to clean up a fresh spill
before it has time to dry and harden. Remove any solid or putty-like deposit promptly using a dull knife or spatula-like tool.

•

Neither long-term static load of more than 2 psi, nor any transient or dynamic load of more than 35 psi should be allowed on the surface. The
loading of a pneumatic-tired vehicle is approximately equal to the air pressure in its tires. Hence, it is good practice to eliminate any unnecessary
long-term parking and loading and to keep the necessary ones as low and brief as possible.

•

Enforce a smoke-free environment, if possible, and discourage the use of fireworks, fires, and tobacco products including chewing gum.
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1300 722 102

DIY Synthetic Putting Green

• Great for small spaces, designed to your handicap.
• An easy-to-follow guide to achieving a perfect result.
• Outlines all the tools you will need for the job.

melbournebrick.com.au

Helping you create your dream outdoors

How to lay your own back yard putting green
PREPARATION
Laying a putting green is similar to laying a synthetic
lawn, you have to remove all the grass at least down to
eighty mil. Sometimes more on putting greens, because
you're shaping a putting green to your needs.
Once you have dug it up, and levelled it, put down a
base of crusher dust about five ml or less and shape it
out very carefully. You can get it from most nurseries.
Get it very smooth with the undulations you required for
the run off. Shape it according to your handicap, if you
like a challenge then make more undulations and
steeper. Once you lay down the crushed rock or crusher
dust, and get roughly the shape that you're looking for,
use the vibrating plate that you can hire from any hire
shop like Kennards.
Then use just some washed sand to help smooth over
the rock. You can buy it in bags from the nursery or
Bunnings. Spread that out and then use it to get that
final little shapes that you need to make the green roll
nicely.
CUPS
Next you put in the cups from Super Natural Grass.
Gently dig out a small hole with a shovel or pick and put
the cups in. Concrete them in with a bit of rapid-set
which you can get from the hardware shop.
Once the concrete sets, you can't move them so it's
important just to give them a little twist. You can position
them once you've laid the turf.
THE GREEN
Cut the shape of the green that you want. There's a few
ways to do it. You can use a bit of rope or a hose or
chalk to and mark your shape out then place a marker
on top of where the holes are. It's important not to tread
where the holes are while you're working around the
green.
Let that concrete dry really hard, get a sharp blade knife
and find the hole, then cut around the inside. Keep your
knife firmly on the inside of the cup so you dont make a
mistake. Take the cups out later and clean them.

After you've cut the shape of the green, and you've cut the
cups out, get some sand on the surface. Every five square
meters you need one bag of sand. Then spread it out over
the surface and it will dry very quickly and drop in.
THE FRINGE
Then you're ready to put the fringe around. Now, the fringe
is all dependent on what type of green you've got and what
size fringe you want. You can ask Super Natural Grass for
advice. It’s important that you dont't change direction of the
grass. If you put a piece along one edge the grass has to go
that way everywhere around the green.
Once you've laid out the pieces of grass all going in the
same direction cut it in with your knife while folding the
grass over on the side and just trimming around your edges
so it fits nicely into the brick work or whatever edge you
have. On the inside make sure it's overlapping everywhere,
so it's over the green. Then just go along with a sharp blade
and just trim it into the green and push the fringe down til it
touches.
Once you've done that you nail it off (you can do it as you
go or after you have finished the fringe). Place the nail just
inside, about five mil from the end. Bang it in, not too hard.
Then you go along about a hundred mil apart and add nails
untill you have gone all the way around. That's what gives a
nice edge like a real golf green.
FINISHING
If you've hired a vibrating plate to do the base, make sure
it's clean and run it over the finished grass. It squashes
down any little imperfections that might have come up from
walking over it, cutting the cups in, kneeling on it with the
fringe.
Then hire a motorised brush from any of the hire shops or
use a a hard broom to stand all the fibers up on your fringe
and just clean all the excess sand off your green. Give it a
final wash and you’re done!
HELP
It's very easy to waste a lot of material on putting greens,
because you have to cut the shapes in especially if you
have unusual shapes so call Melbourne Brick or Super
Natural Grass for assistance. They are there to help and
especially with your measurements and getting your
quantities right on your material.

1300 722 102

1300 722 102

DIY LAWN TURF

•
•
•
•

An easy-to-follow guide to achieving a perfect result.
Soil Prepaprtion for a healty lawn
7 Great Watering Tips
Advice on Fertilisation and Wetting Agents

Helping you create your dream outdoors

melbournebrick.com.au

Proper Soil Preparation Is Vital For Your
Lawn Turf’s Success.
There is no better time to enhance the ultimate beauty and success of your new lawn turf than
by improving the soil before any planting takes place. The benefits of proper and complete soil
preparation are:
• Improved uniformity
• Increased density
• Faster recovery from wear
• Reduced use of water, fertiliser and chemicals
• Reduced maintenance

Why is good soil so important?
For optimum growth, lawn turf needs just four things (in the proper balance) to grow: sunlight,
air, water and nutrients. Reduce any of these, or provide too much of any one, and the grass may
die or simply suffer. In the right proportions, the turf will flourish, providing not only beauty to
the landscape, but also a clean and safe place to play and many benefits to the environment.
Grass obtains three of these four essential factors (air, water and nutrients) from the soil, but
many soils are less than ideal for growing grass. Some soils contain too much clay and may be
very compacted. It’s great for roads, but bad for grass because air and water aren’t available to
the roots and the roots can’t grow. Other soils may have too much sand. They are beautiful on a
beach, but difficult to grow grass because water and nutrients won’t stay in the root zone long
enough for the plant to use. Another frequently observed problem with many soils is that its pH
(the degree of acidity or alkalinity) is too high or two low for optimum grass growth.

What is the best soil for your turf?
Buffalo, Zoysia, Kikuyu & Native: Loams, sandy loams and loamy sands, with a pH of 6.0 to 7.0
are the very best soils for producing a beautiful, high-use, low-maintenance buffalo lawn. Unfortunately, this ideal soil mixture is seldom found on any property after construction.

How deep should your soil be?
Buffalo, Zoysia, Kikuyu & Native: The absolute minimum soil depth for a care-free lawn is 10
cm; however, for deeper root penetration and the benefits that brings, the accepted standard is
15 cm.

Can soils be improved?
Practically without exception, not only can most soils be improved, they usually need to be
improved to obtain the maximum results with only a minimum of other on-going effort.
The knowledge of what is necessary, the amount and availability of materials and the immediate
costs of time and money are the factors that typically deter people from taking the steps
necessary to improving the soil. While some people do not fully understand the importance of
good soils for grass, many also believe they can save time and money by ignoring the need to
improve their lawns soil.
The fact is that failing to improve the soil before planting is only inviting a much greater and
continual investment of both time and money, that will never return its value as fully as
preparing the soil properly before planting any grass.

Read on for a full soil preperation guide.

Creating a healthy lawn,

all starts with the soil.

Sunlight, Air, Water & Nutrients
To create a healthy, luscious lawn, you must have a good soil base. It all starts here and as long
as you have strong soil under your turf you will have a healthy lawn for years to come.
For optimum growth, lawn turf needs just four things to grow - sunlight, air, water and
nutrients. Reduce any of these, or provide too much of one, and the grass may die or simply
suffer. In the right proportions the lawn will flourish so it is indeed a balancing act.

Not all soils are ideal
Grass obtains three of these four essential factors (air, water and nutrients) from the soil, but
many soils are less than ideal for growing grass. Some soils contain too much clay and may be
very compacted. They are great for roads, but bad for grass because air and water aren’t
available to the roots and the roots can’t grow.
Other soils may have too much sand - beautiful on a beach, but difficult to grow grass because
water and nutrients won’t stay in the root zone long enough for the plant to use.
Another frequently observed problem with many soils is that its pH (the degree of acidity or
alkalinity) is too high or too low for optimum grass growth.

Getting your soil tested
Ensuring you have the right soil for
your lawn turf is important.
Ideally, you would have the
existing soil checked by a soil
scientist, and he would tell you what
it needs, but this is not always
practical though it is feasible.
Simply Google soil laboratories and
you will find one.

3 bright ways

to prepare the soil

Aside from seeking advice from the a soil scientist, there are three basic methods that can be
used to prepare the soil. Choosing the correct method depends on budget and the condition of
the soil to begin with.

#1
First you must kill any existing grass or weeds with Glyphosate. Spraying once will kill most,
but if you can follow up spray a couple of months later this will make sure virtually everything
is dead. Before spraying make sure the weeds and undesirable grass is healthy, it even helps
to water a few times before spraying to make sure of it. Round Up works better if the weeds
are growing well.

#2
If you are lucky enough to have good soil,
then simply hire a subcontractor with a
tractor or rotary hoe, or hire a small one
from a rental company to loosen the soil
bed to at least 100mm, and a maximum of
200mm. If the soil is too hard, water it well
the night before.
After rotary hoeing, rake out any dead foliage
if necessary and level the ground. If the soil is
of a clay type, a sandy type or relatively poor
in other ways, buy some organic soil
conditioner. Use at least 2 cubic metres per
100 square metres and spread this over the
soil. If it is clay, use Gypsum as well. Use a
rotary hoe to mix this well into the ground
and then rake the ground smooth.

#3
Hiring a skid steer to do the work is another method. If you prefer to get a contractor to do the
preperation, this makes life easier.
Make sure the operator rips the existing soil well first, loosening the base. A hard compacted
sub soil is the last thing a lawn needs. Then order 7 cubic metres of good quality organic soil
blend per 100 square metres of ground. Make sure it has a decent amount of organics in it.
Spread this with the skid steer, making sure the finish is smooth. In some areas you may
need to rake smooth with the back or front of a rake.

Instant lawns

are better

Lawn turf is the safest and best way to install a lawn. Laying turf is really easy, and seeding
only works well in places such as Tasmania where cool climate turf like Fescue is used. For
warm climate turf like Buffalo no seed is available, and for Couch and Kikuyu, the seed
germinates very slowly and is difficult to achieve a good result.
Simply lay one roll around the outside and then fill in the area with the turf all going one
way. Patch up any gaps, roll the lawn if you can and water in well. On hot days water the turf
in sections as you lay it. Hold off fertilising until a month after laying, then use a good slow
release type.
For the first two weeks the lawn cannot dry out. On a hot day in summer, that may mean
watering three times per dayor on a milder day, once per day. After two weeks watering can
be reduced to every 2nd or 3rd day.

If you need more guidance on laying your lawn turf or the soil preperation process, contact us:

1300 722 102 | melbournebrick.com.au

Melbourne Brick is committed to providing you with the best methods of care for your lawn turf,
so that it remains intact and in pristine condition for many years to come.
Follow these watering tips to ensure your lawn is healthy and lush year-round. Call your
Melbourne Brick team on 1300 722 102 for more lawn turf care information.

Tip #1.

Pull back a corner of turf and push a screwdriver or other sharp tool into
the soil. It should push easily and have moisture along the first 7-10cm
(3-4 inches) or you will need to apply more water.

Tip #2.

Make sure that you are absolutely certain that water is getting to all
areas of your new lawn; regardless of the type of sprinkling system you
use. Corners and edges are easily missed by many sprinklers (if windy)
and are particularly vulnerable to drying out faster than the centre portion
of your lawn. Also, areas near buildings dry out faster because of reflected
heat and many require more water.

Tip #3.

Runoff may occur on some soils and
sloped areas before the soil is
adequately moist. To conserve water and
ensure adquate soak in, turn off the
water when runoff begins, wait 30
minutes to an hour and restart the
watering on the same area. Repeating
this, start and stop process until correct
moisture is achieved.
For the next two weeks, keep the
below-turf soil surface moist with daily
(or more frequent) watering.
Especially hot, dry or windy periods will
necessitate increased watering amounts
and frequency.

For more tips, advice or help with your lawn turf, contact your Melbourne Brick team:

1300 722 102 | melbournebrick.com.au

Tip #4.
Tip #5.
Tip #6.

As the lawn turf starts to establish its new roots into the soil, it will be
difficult, impossible and / or harmful to pull back a corner to check
beneath the turf (Watering Tip #1). However, you can still use a sharp tool
to check moisture depth by pushing it through the turf and into the soil.

Water as early in the morning as possible to take advantage of the daily
start of the turf’s normal growing cycle, usually lower wind speeds and
considerably less of water loss because of high temperature evaporation.

If the temperature approaches 37 degrees, or high winds are constant for
more than half of the day, reduce the temperature of the turf surface by
lightly sprinkling the area. The sprinkling does not replace the the need
for longer, deeper watering, which will become even more critical during
adverse weather conditions.
During the rest of the growing season most lawns will grow very well with
a maximum total of 2.5cm of water a week, coming either from rain or
applied water. This amount of water, properly applied, is all that is
required for the health of the grass, providing it is applied evenly and
saturates the underlying soil to a depth of 10-15cm (4-6 inches).

Tip #7.

Infrequent and deep watering is preferred to frequent and shallow
watering because the roots will only grow as deeply as its most frequently
available water supply.
Deeply rooted grass (Buffalo grass in particular) has a larger “soil water
bank” to draw moisture from and this will help the grass survive drought
and hot weather that rapidly dries out the upper soil layer.

Additional Advice

for watering and fertilising your lawn

For most of Australia, watering once a week in summer is usually enough, provided the water
is deep. It’s best to saturate the lawn using a sprinkler for about an hour or more, which will
ensure the water sinks deep as well as encourage the roots to follow the water down and grow
deeper (making your lawn more drought tolerant).
In a few years the turf will become very drought tolerant, and you may be able to water
heavily every two weeks in summer in some parts of Australia. If it rains, take this into account
and water less. In the cooler months, lawn rarely needs watering if rain occurs occasionally.
A lawn will actually tell you when it needs watering, as the leaves will start to wilt slightly. If
this happens, it is time to water. Depending on water restrictions, you may only be able to water
occasionally and by hand so please take note of current laws and regulations applicable at the
time.
With warm climate turf like Buffalo, Couch, Kikuyu and Zoysia, they may brown off when there
is no water and water restrictions prevent irrigation. However, when it rains again they
usually come back. In low areas such as inland Australia, grasses with underground runners
will survive longer periods of drought. Buffalo is the only lawn turf without underground
runners, so it is a little more important to ensure Buffalo does not thin out during long periods
of drought. Try not to leave Buffalo brown from drought stress for more than a week if possible.

Wetting Agents
Often soil becomes hydrophobic, meaning it repels
water. If you use a wetting agent, it will allow the
water to soak in again. Wetting agents come in liquid
forms that can simply be sprayed or hosed on - for
example, Yates Waterwise Hose On Soil Saturator
for Lawns. This is a product that contains Dynamic
Lifter and other elements, so it will also provide
some nutritional benefits for your lawn turf.
Combination products such as these make life with
your lawn easier, and is worth the investment.
Another combination product is Scotts Lawn Builder™ with Wetting Agent. This has a slow release
fertiliser, which will feed your lawn for about 10
weeks.

Fertilising your lawn
Research conducted by Ozbreed Pty Ltd proved that
autumn is the most imporant time to fertilise your
lawn. Fertilising in spring for most lawn types is not
enough - the minimum fertiliser needed by a lawn
turf is twice per year, but that is only if you use a slow
release fertiliser like Scotts Lawn Builder™ or Yates
Lawn Master. These fertilisers last 10 weeks per
application, so fertilising a few weeks into autumn
and in early spring is very important.
Unfortunately, most fertiliser types do not have
special blends for appropriate times of the year.
Recently, Ozbreed released a special Slow Release
Spring Blend, and a Slow Release Summer / Autumn
Blend (ask Melbourne Brick about these products).
Spring needs higher nitrogen levels; autumn and
summer need lower nitrogen levels and higher
potassium levels for better root growth.
Summer fertilising is also important, but in
summer it is very important not to use a fertiliser
high in nitrogen. If you cannot get the special
summer / autumn blend from Ozbreed, you best use
half rates of the Scotts or Yates slow release
fertiliser in summer. Too much nitrogen simply
means extra mowing for no benefit. Too much
nitrogen in summer makes the leaves of turf grow
very fast and what’s worse, it can make it more
susceptible to some diseases.

Why Slow Release Fertiliser is better
Non-slow release chemical fertilisers can burn your lawn if not watered in well, but worse still,
they quicky dissolve and often only work for a few days. The unused portions generally wash
away from the lawn and regularly end up in storm water.
Slow release types dissolve over a long period; making them safer for the environment and
better value as they keep fertilising week after week. Organic fertilisers are better than easily
dissolved chemical fertilisers, but they still release much quicker than a slow release fertiliser
(meaning they do not last as long).

Never use Weed & Feed Fertilisers
Simply put, they are just not good for your lawn turf. Lawn professionals often do not agree on
many issues - however this is one in which they do find common ground.
Essentially, weed and feed products have high rates of soluble nitrogen fertiliser that will
quickly leach into the soil. They not only dissapear quickly, they are often washed into drains
and storm water and do very little for a lawn’s health. They simply encourage upward leaf
growth and provide a quick green up, however do little for the roots, stolons and rhyzomes.
Furthermore, they can cause damage to the soils and the micro-organisims in the soil. The
products that work by burning the flat broad leaf weeds can burn your lawn, if they are applied
on a hot day without watering in. If you water them in quickly, they will not kill the weeds.
The products that contain chemicals can sometimes damage Buffalo turf especially, and are
highly inefficient. Rather than killing the weeds in their infested spots, the weed and feed
fertiliser is spread over the entire lawn, resulting in an overuse of chemicals.
As an alternative to weed and feed, there are two products that are more effective. Fertilise
with a good, slow release fertliser and use a herbicide to control the broad leaf weeds which
will protect your lawn turf and keep it happy & healthy, tough & durable.

For more advice on caring for your lawn or the right products for your lawn turf, contact us:

1300 722 102 | melbournebrick.com.au

For great service and advice, call us on 1300 722 102
To buy online; Bricks, pavers, synthetic grass, lawn turf
Visit our website www.melbournebrick.com.au

Visit our display store
Monday – Friday: 8:30 am – 4.30 pm
Saturday: 9 am – 1.30 pm
Bayswater Store
443 Mountain Highway, Bayswater, Vic. 3163
Glen Iris Store
330 Tooronga Road, Glen Iris, Vic. 3146
Hallam Store
227 Princes Highway, Hallam, Vic. 3803
Hoppers Crossing Store
212 Old Geelong Road Hoppers Crossing, Vic. 3029

